
 
Dear English I Honors Student: 
 
As preparation for next fall, the first step of your required summer reading assignment is to choose 
a book from the attached reading list and read it.  You must choose a book that you have not read 
before.  These books have been selected from a much longer list of books that have appeared on the 
English AP literature exam over the years.  Even though you are just beginning your high school 
journey, it is important for you to realize that the curriculum for English IH will begin to prepare 
you for your sophomore, junior, and senior year of English Honors and AP classes.  
 
As you read your selected book from the list, focus on how one of the main characters develops 
throughout the book and what influences that development. You may want to consider some of the 
following influences: relationships, adults, peers, events, environments, experiences, moments, 
obstacles, etc.. 
 
Once you have read the book, you are to do each of the following: 

A. Prepare a 350-400 word summary of the book.  You will turn in a hard copy on the first day 
of school.  Include an explanation of a theme in your summary and a quote that illustrates 
this theme.  Use two additional, specific, and significant quotes from the novel somewhere 
in your summary.  Also, use 12 point size font and double-spacing. 

B. Prepare a 350-400 word analysis of a main character of your choosing from the book you 
just read.  You will turn in a hard copy on the first day of school. Use three significant quotes 
within your analysis.  One quote should illustrate a significant aspect of the character at the 
beginning of the story, another quote should describe a dynamic change or obstacle the 
character faces, and a third should illustrate how the character has changed by the end of 
the novel.    Also, use 12 point size font and double-spacing.  

C. Prepare a visual component for a presentation of your book.  During the first week of 
school, you will be making a presentation on your book to the class.   You will use this visual 
component as part of this presentation; therefore, it should highlight the most significant 
aspects of your character.   Choose one of the following project options: 

1. Slideshow (Google Slides or PowerPoint or Prezi)  Create 7-10 slides with 
captions that represent your character’s personality, situation, conflicts, 
experiences, etc. 

2. Poster:  include 7-10 significant images and/or symbols with captions 
labeling each image/symbol that represent your character’s personality, 
situation, conflicts, experiences, etc. 

3. Memory box:  1 decorated box (about shoebox size) and 10 items that 
represent your character’s personality, situation, conflicts, experiences, etc. 

 
 
Enjoy your summer.  We look forward to meeting you in the fall. 
 
 
Julia Riedmaier Olivia Gerk 
English I Honors Teacher English I Honors Teacher 
jriedmaier@mchs.net ogerk@mchs.net 

mailto:jriedmaier@mchs.net


English I Honors 

 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Category Points Comments 
Summary of Novel: 
Plot is developed, main conflicts are 
discussed. 
 
Characters are described and analyzed 
briefly. 
 
Significant theme(s) of the novel are 
explained.  
 

 
 
                  /10 
 
 
                  /10 
 
 
                  /10 

 

Character Analysis: 
Describes character at the beginning 
of the novel; supports using one 
significant quote.  
 
Examines dynamic change(s) within 
the character; supports using one 
significant quote.  
 
Evaluates how the character has 
become different by the end of the 
novel; supports using one significant 
quote.  
 

 
 
  
                 /10 
 
 
  
                 /10 
 
 
 
 
                 /10 

 

Grammar: 
All written work is free from 
grammatical and structural errors. 
 

 
 
                 /10 

 

Works Cited: 
Sources used are properly formatted 
on an MLA Works Cited page. 
 

 
 
                 /10 

 

Project: 
Project demonstrates creativity. 
 
Project is neat, organized, and visually 
appealing.  
 

 
                 /10 
 
 
                 /10 

 

English I Honors Summer Reading Assignment Rubric 
 

  
Total: ______________________ /100 
 
 
Additional Comments: 
 
 



English I Honors 

 



Summer Reading List for English IH 

Author Title 

Julia Alvarez In the Time of Butterflies 

M.T. Anderson Feed 

Margaret Atwood The Handmaid’s Tale 

Jane Austen Pride and Prejudice 

Adam Bagdasarian Forgotten Fire 

Ray Bradbury Fahrenheit 451 

Charolette Bronte Jane Eyre 

Orson Scott Card Ender’s Game 

Willa Cather My Antonia 

Anton Chekov The Cherry Orchard  (drama) 

James Cooper Last of the Mohicans 

Stephen Crane The Red Badge of Courage 

Daniel Defoe Robinson Crusoe 

Ralph Ellison The Invisible Man 

Charles Frazier Cold Mountain 

Ernest Gaines A Lesson Before Dying 

Thomas Hardy Tess of the d'Urbervilles 

Joseph  Heller Catch-22 

Ernest Hemingway For Whom the Bell Tolls 

The Sun Also Rises 

Henrik Ibsen A Doll's House  (drama) 

John Irving A Prayer for Owen Meany 

Barbara Kingsolver The Bean Trees 

Adeline Mah Chinese Cinderella: the True Story of an Unwanted Daughter 

Bobbi Ann Mason In Country 

Tim O’Brien Going After Cacciato 

The Things They Carried 

Chaim Potok The Chosen 



Upton Sinclair The Jungle 

John Steinbeck The Grapes of Wrath 

Dalton Trumbo Johnny Got His Gun 

Mark Twain The Adventures of Tom Sawyer 

Huckleberry Finn 

Elie Weisel Night 

Tennessee Williams The Glass Menagerie (drama) 


